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Wearing the face mask, regionally known as burqu‘ or batila, is a longstanding tradition amongst Muslim women in the Arabian-Persian Gulf.
Women customarily adopted the mask from puberty or their wedding day, continuing to wear it throughout their lives. The face mask has changed
and developed throughout history, while closely related to individual identities and social shifts. The diffusion of this tradition to East Africa and the
production of its fabric in India reflect historical maritime trade and the changing status of territories in the Indian Ocean. Despite the decrease in
mask-wearing since the 1970s, the face mask has recently gained popularity amongst young women as a fashion statement. Through introducing
masked women'’s stories and experiences, this exhibition intends to explore the diverse functions and values of this unique tradition, challenging the
misconceptions of the “Islamic veil”.
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Postdoctoral Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)
g 2 Tokyo University of Foreign Studies / Honorary Research Fellow at the Institute
of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter. Manami holds a MA in Gulf Studies
from Qatar University (2015) and PhD in Arab and Islamic Studies from the University
of Exeter (2019). She has spent a total of six years on both sides of the Arabian-

Persian Gulf, while collecting local women's stories and experiences. Her main areas
%@ of interest are dress, material culture, and the rituals of women in the Gulf.
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